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Table 1. Age distribution of respondents

Male (N=99) Female (N=127) Total (N=226)

Age No(%) No(%) No(%)
~29 24(24.2) 44(34.6) 68(30.1)
30~39 31(31.3) 30(23.6) 61(27.0)
40~49 26(26.3) 33(26.0) 59(26.1)
50~59 13(13.1) 15(11.8) 20(8.8)
60~ 5(5.0) 5(3.9) 10(4.4)
4 A
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Table 2. Ratio of screened subjects

333

AAg Gl o2 E7E AP E] Hel B
FHE A BF09), 44%06%), w7
(778), 719734 (79)5-9] &M ATHE 3).

AYE ALy 28 AA 3 F49 %
Atol o] AAE A B A e th33 ZTHE 4).

D&Y AA S S U= Atole] FA
A oA oldte] Aol P ZF fele]
W *«! A3 FA4AE By

A& AA 3} S Wl Aol @A)
A o)l &, A, AP TN dY 25 Ro3A B
& 9 AA g F4E B

7} 9710 g E9EQ A d BE
FrosiA B 9 AA 3 F4E Bt

A7 A3} FAe] HlEAoldE E BF
E8 5 ATAA 7 QA

A gtd Aol A58 e AAYT A
A8 F3e] WAl J&rﬁloﬂ/ﬁ FHA G4l
A oy N 5E B AL P BF 79
A Be o AAE 4L Byt

Al Aolaol thak Bl=st A1 8 S Aol
o] FANA Aol A HAL Afolde] it Bt

Number of symptoms Male (N=99) Female (N=127) Total (N=226)
No No No
Over two symptoms 3 10 13
Below one symptoms 96 117 213
Ratio of screened subjects 3.1% 8.6% 5.8%
Table 3. Symptoms of screened subjects
Number of symptoms
Symptoms
Male (N=3) Female (N=10) Total (N=13)
Vomiting 3 5 8
Pain in extremities 1 9 10
Shortness of breath 2 7 9
Amnesia 1 7 8
Difficulty swallowing 2 4 6
Burning sensation 3 6 9
Painful menstruation 0 8 8
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Table 4. Mean number of Somatization Symptoms by psychosocial factors

—Ag—

Psychosocial factors

Male (N=99)
No(%) M=-SD

Female (N=127)
No(%) M+SD

Educational level
Illiteracy
Elementary school
Middle school
High school
College

Marital status
single
Married
Divorce and separation
Bereavement

Family atmosphere
Dissatisfaction
Uncertain
Satisfaction

Occupation
Housewife
Unemployed
Employed
Business
Other

Past history of psychiatric treatment

Treated
Not treated
Past self-image
Pessimistic
Uncertain
Optimistic
Present self image
Pessimistic
Uncertain
Optimistic
Future self image
Pessimistic
Uncertain
Optimistic
Present well-being
Dissatisfaction
Uncertain

Satisfaction

1 (1.0) 3.0+0.00

7 (7.0) 1.29+095
13 (13.1) 2.31£1.84**
31 (31.3) 1.2311.52
47 (47.5) 0.94x1.05

40 (40.4) 1.00+1.24

52 (52.5) 1.29+1.42
2 (2.0) 2.00+0.00
5 (5.0) 2.60+1.81%*

14 (14.1) 2.29+1.82%*
52 (52.5) 1.25+137
33 (33.3) 0.82:-0.95

12 (12.1) 1.00+0.85
37 (374) 1.16+1.28
17 (17.2) 1.00+1.27
32 (32.3) 1.63+1.68

8 (8.1) 2.88+1.81%*
90 (90.9) 1.11+1.27

26 (26.2) 1.50+1.61
57 (57.6) 1.09+1.23
16 (16.2) 144155

18 (16.2) 2.22+1.63**
64 (64.6) 0.97-1.13
17 (17.2) 1.29+1.61

11 (11.1) 3.00-+134%*
57 (57.6) 0.95+1.14
31 (31.3) 1.19+1.40

21 (21.2) 2.10+1.48%*
54 (54.5) 0.85+0.96
23 (23.2) 1.26+1.63

2 (1.6) 3.50+2.12
8 (6.3) 2.88+£ 1.64%*
18 (14.2) 2.28+1.64
45 (35.4) 1.51+1.78
45 (35.4) 1.51+1.78

43 (33.9) 1.51£1.37
74 (58.3) 1.69+1.61
4 (3.1) 3.00£2.94
4 (3.1) 225+1.69

18 (14.2) 300+ 1.78%*
58 (45.7) 1.57+1.62
49 (38.6) 1.35+1.60

73 (57.5) 1.811+1.66

31 (24.4) 1.58+1.39
8 (6.3) 1.87:£2.03
12 (9.4) 1.00+1.34

19 (15.0) 2.95+2.09%*
106 (83.5) 1.46:+1.54

44 (34.7) 2.41+1.93%*
66 (52.0) 1.27+1,34
15 (11.8) 1.40:1.92

31 (24.4) 2.6512.04%*
65 (51.2) 14.0+1.48
29 (22.8) 1.31+1.47

16 (12.6) 2.50+1.86%*
68 (53.5) 1.60+1.69
41 (32.3) 1.51%+1.66

20 (15.7) 2.65:+1.95%*
76 (59.8) 1.67-+1.64
29 (22.8) 1.07+1.46

** . p<0.05 M ; Mean

SD ; Standard Deviation
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-Abstract-

A Study on Somatization in Korean Women

Jin Sung Kim

Department of Psychiatry
College of Medicine, Yeungnam University
Taegu, Korea

The author studied somatization using 7-symptoms screening test in 12 females, who lived in the Taegu and
compared the results with those of 99 males who lived in the Taegu, during the period from the beginning of
August 1993 to end of January 1994,

The results were follows :

The number of females screened for somatization disorder were ten (5.8%). Its rate was higher than males (3.
1%).

Ten screened women most frequently complained of pain in extremities, painful menstruation, shortness of
breath, and amnesia.

There was a strong tendency toward higher levels of somatization in the females who were dissatified with
their home atmosphere, present well being, and divorced or widowed, lower educated and those who had

pessimistic views of self image in the past, present, or future.

Key Word : Somatization disorder



