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Table 1. Various psychosocial factors of 4 experimental groups Total N.=242, ( )=%
Ca. patient Ca. patient’s Elderly medical
family member personnel
N=51 N=44 N=72 N=75
Age
20's 2( 39 15(24.1) 0( 0.0) 72(96.0)
30"s 5( 9.8) 11(25.0) 0( 0.0) 3( 40)
40's 9(17.6) 8(18.2) 0( 0.0) 0 0.0)
50"s 26(51.0) 8(18.2) 0( 00) 0 0.0)
60’s 5( 9.8) 2( 45) 41(56.9) 0 0.0)
70's 4( 7.8) 0( 0.0) 28(38.9) 0 0.0)
80's 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0) 3( 4.2) 0( 0.0
Sex
Male 31(60.8) 16(36.4) 21(292) 31(41.3)
Female 20(39.2) 28(63.6) 51(70.8) 44(48.7)
Religion
Protestant 6(11.8) 4( 9.1) 12(16.7) 16(2L3)
Buddhism 15(29.4) 16(36.4) 21(29.2) 7( 9.3)
Catholic 5( 9.8) 4( 9.1) 11(15.3) 12(16.0)
Others 2( 39) 1( 2.3) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0)
No 23(45.1) 19(43.2) 28(38.9) 40(53.3)
QOccupation
Agriculture 10(19.6) 5(114) 31(43.1) 0( 0.0)
Industry 6(11.8) 3( 6.8) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0)
Commerce 7(13.7) 7(15.9) 0 0.0) 1( 1.3)
Others 28(54.9) 29(65.9) 41(56.9) 0( 00)
Education
Tlliteracy 8(15.7) 4( 9.1 65(90.3) 0( 0.0)
Primary school 18(25.3) 5(11.4) 6( 83) 0( 0.0)
Middle school 13(25.5) 12(27.3) 1( 14) 0( 0.0)
High school 9(17.6) 14(31.8) 0( 0.0) 0( 0.0

College 3( 5.9

9(20.5) 0( 0.0) 75(100.0)
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Table 2. Number and percentage of responses to the statement that dying patient should be told they

are dying
( )=3%
Ca. patient Ca. patient’s Elderly medical Total
family member personnel
N=51 N=44 N=72 N=75 N=242
Strongly agree 5( 9.8) 4( 9.1 5( 69) 22(29.3) 36(14.9)
Agree 30(58.8) 21(47.7) 32(44.4) 29(38.7) 112(46.3)
Uncertain 4( 78) 1( 23) 6( 8.3) 14(18.7) 25(10.3)
Disagree 7(13.7) 13(29.5) 24(33.3) 7( 93) 51(21.1)
Strongly disagree 5( 9.8) 5(11.4) 5( 69) 3( 4.0) 18( 7.7)

Total : X=41.95, p<0.001
Ca. pt’s family member—medical personnel, p<<0.01
Elderly —medical personnel, p<C0.001
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Table 3. Number and percentage of responses to the statement that the medical personnel prefer to
avoid contact with dying patient

( )=%
Ca. patient Ca. patient’s Elderly medical Total
family member personnel
N=51 N=44 N=72 N=75 N=242
Strongly agree 6(11.8) 1( 2.3) 0( 0.0) 10(13.3) 17 7.0)
Agree 20(39.2) 13(29.5) 32(44.4) 18(24.0) 83(34.3)
Uncertain 13(255) 10(22.7) 36(50.0) 14(18.7) 73(302)
Disagree 11(21.6) 18(40.9) 4( 5.6) 25(33.3) 58(24.0)
Strongly disagree 1( 2.0) 2( 45) 0( 0.0) 8(10.7) 11( 45)

Total : X=4195, p<0.001
Ca. pt—medical personnel, p<0.01
Ca. pt’s family member—medical personnel, p<0.05, p<<0.001
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Table 4. Number and percentage of responeses to the statement that the medical personnel give up earlier

than patient
‘ ( =%
Ca. patient Ca. patient’s Elderly medical Total
family member personnel
N=51 N=44 N=72 N=75 N=242
Strongly agree 4( 7.8) 6(13.6) 0( 0.0) 6( 80) 16( 6.6)
Agree 21(412) 20(45.5) 34(48.6) 21(28.0) 96(39.7)
Uncertain 10(19.6) 9(20.5) 15(21.4) 18(24.0) 52(21.5)
Disagree 13(255) 8(18.2) 21(30.0) 22(29.3) 64(26.4)
Strongly disagree 3( 59) 1( 2.3) 0( 0.0) 8(10.7) 12( 5.0)

Total : X=23.6, p<0.001
Ca. pt—medical personnel, p<0.001
Elderly— medical personnel, p<<0.05

Ca.pt—Ca.pt’s family member, p<<0.05

Table 5. Number and percentage of responses to the mechanical assistance for the hopeless patient

( J)=9%
Ca. patient Ca. patient’s Elderly medical Total
family member personnel

N=51 N=44 N=72 N=75 N=242

Strongly agree 8(15.7) 4( 9.1) 1( 1.4 5( 6.7) 18( 7.8)
Agree 20(39.2) 20(45.5) 14(19.7) 11(14.7) 65(26.9)
Uncertain 6(11.8) 10(22.7) 17(23.9) 17(22.7) 50(20.7)
Disagree 15(29.4) 9(20.5) 37(52.1 26(34.7) 87(37.0)
Strongly disagree 2( 39 1( 2.3) 2( 2.8) 16(21.3) 21( 8.7)

3. EXY Bxje| MY HEo hE Bz

Total : X=53.6, p<<0.001
Ca. pt—medical personnel, p<<0.001
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Talbe 6. Number and percentage of responese to the special facility such as Hospice unit for the dying

patient
( )=%
Ca. patient Ca. patient’s Elderly medical Total
family member personnel
N=51 N=4 N=72 N=75 N=242
Strongly agree 9(17.6) 7(15.9) 1( 14) 34(45.3) 51(21.1)
Agree 20(39.2) 20(45.5) 45(62.5) 27(36.0) 112(46.3)
Uncertain 13(25.5) 8(182) 13(18.1) 7( 93) 41(16.9)
Disagree 7(13.7) 8(182) 13(18.1D 4( 53) 32(13.2)
Strongly disagree 2( 39) 1( 23) 0( 0.0) 3( 4.0) 6( 25)

Total : X=54.8, p<0.001
Ca. pt—medical personnel, p<0.01

Table 7. Nmuber and percentage of responses to the statement that training medical personnel attitude

toward dying is inappropriate

( )=%
Ca. patient Ca. patient’s Elderly medical Total
family member personnel
N=51 N=44 N=72 N=75 N=242
Strongly agree 4( 78) 4( 9.1 0( 0.0) 1( 1.3) 8( 3.7
Agree 16(31.4) 11(25.0) 9(12.7) 8(10.7) 44(18.2)
Uncertain 19(37.3) 10(22.D) 32(45.1) 13(17.3) 74(30.6)
Disagree 11(21.6) 18(40.9) 29(40.8) 34(45.3) 92(38.0)
Strongly disagree 1( 20 1( 23) 1( 1.4) 19(25.3) 22( 9.1
Total : X=66.0, p<0.001
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Table 9. Nmuber and percentage of responses to the statement that family members feel weary of dying

patient
( )=9%
Ca. patient Ca. patient’s Elderly medical Total
family member personnel
N=51 N=44 N=72 N=75 N=242
Strongly agree 2( 490) 2( 45) 0( 0.0) 5( 6.7) 9( 3.7
Agree 22(44.0) 13(29.5) 61(84.7) 21(28.0) 117(48.3)
Uncertain 10(20.0) 5(11.4) 3( 42) 32(42.7) 50(20.7)
Disagree 12(24.0) 18(40.9) 8(11.1) 13(17.3) 51(21.1)
Strongly disagree 4( 8.0) 6(13.6) 0C 0.0) 4( 53) 14( 5.8)

Total : X=84.2, p<0.001

Table 10. Number and percentage of responses to the statment that the most patients know about their

imminent death

C )=%
Ca. patient Ca. patient’s Elderly medical Total
family member personnel
N=51 N=4 N=72 N=75 N=242
Strongly agree 4( 78) 4( 9.1 20(28.6) 18(24.0) 46(19.0)
Agree 22(43.1) 20(45.5) 13(18.6) 40(533) 95(39.3)
Uncertain 15(29.4) 15(34.1) 16(229) 17(22.0) 61(26.0)
Disagree 8(15.7) 5(11.4) 21(30.0) 0( 0.0 34(14.0)
Strongly disagree 2( 39 o( 0.0 o( 0.0 0( 0.0) 2( 08

Total : X=54.50, p<<0.001
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— Abstract—

A study on the attitude toward dying and hospice

Young Uck Kim, Jung Hoon Lee, Jong Bum Lee
Byung Tak Park, Sung Duk Cheung

Department of psychiatry
Yeungnam University, School of Medicine
Taegu, Korea

Myung Se Kim

Department of therapeutic radiology
Yeungnam Universily, School of Medicine
Taegu, Korea

Hoo Ja Kim

Department of nursing
Yeungnam Junior college

Taegu, Korea

This research is focused on the attitudes toward dying and hospice. 4subjects groups are Ca. patient,
Ca. patient’s family, elderly, medical personnel.
A 40 questionare was filled out by each participant. For this study chi - square and T—test was done.
The result were as follows :
1. Telling the truth
61.2% of all subject groups agreed upon telling the impending death.
About 40% of elderly group and cancer patient group were disagreed which is the highest percentage
in all groups.
Particularly medical personnel group were remarkably high in telling the truth.
Attitudes of medical personnels
43.3% of all groups agreed upon medical personnels prefer to avoid dying patient.
In medical personnel group. 44% of respondents disagred comparably higher than other group,
But 37.3% of medical personnel agreed. It showed that medical personnels admitted their negative
feelings toward dying patient in considerable degree.
Attitudes toward mechanical assistance for life - expanding or hopeless patient.

44.8% of all groups disagreed upon mechanical assistance for hopeless case. Elderly (549%) and
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medical personnels (50%) disagreed, which is higher than cancer patient (33.3%) and (22.8%)
of cancer patient’s family.
4. Special facility and educational preperation for dying patient.
67.4% of all groups agreed upon the needs of special facility for dying, 81.3% of medical personnels
agreed which is highest percentage in all group.
5. Attitudes of family members of dying patient.

82.3% of all groups agreed upon the family members feel annoyed at dying patient. 34% of cancer
patient’s family member and 48% of cancer patients group agreed, but elderly group showed highest
percentage(84% ).

6. Perception of dying patient about imminent death.

58.3% of all group thought dying patients are aware of their impanding death even though they had

not beent told.

77.3% of medical personnel agreed which is highest percentage in all group.

Key Wards © Attitudes on dying, Hospice.



